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language of the sacred Buddhist Canon. After the Buddhist
Canon was carried to Ceylon by Asoka's missionary son
Mahendra in the third century B.C., it was written down
there in a Sinhalese adaptation of Indian Brahmi, and from
the Sinhalese \vord for " text, " I believe, both language and
script came to be known as Pali. Pali was to the early
Buddhists what Sanskrit was to the Brahmins. Buddhists of
the later Mahayana school, however, were brought under the
spell of Sanskrit, and from the first century onwards they,
too, not only had their Sanskrit Canon, but wrote almost
exclusively in that language. Various languages, or dialects,
called Prakrits, were also in use in India. In Northwestern
India, Prakrit was written in the Kharoshthi script, of
Aramaic derivation, probably introduced into India by Darius
in about 500 B.C. Prakrit and Kharoshthi continued to be
employed in Northwestern India up to the end of the Kushan
period, and for five hundred years longer in Central Asia.
There, in that polyglot region, Prakrit served mainly as a
sort of lingua franca for official and commercial Interchanges,
but literary works were also rendered in Prakrit, for the
benefit of those who did not know Sanskrit,
It appears that on the whole the language problem in
the early centuries of the present era was much simpler than
it is today. There was no quarrel, religious or otherwise,
over the use of any particular language, and even the
barbarians of Outer Asia, not to mention the highly civilized
Chinese, did not find it beyond their capacity to master one
or more of the Indian literary languages, in order to possess
a key to unlock the treasures of Indian learning.
'One gets a bare hint of the process by which Indian
literature was diffused in distant lands by stray entries found
in the methodical Chinese dynastic histories and in the early
pilgrim narratives, as well as in the numerous Sanskrit
inscriptions and Buddhist votive tablets inscribed in Pali,
which have turned up in remote jungles. Temple walls with
sculptured or frescoed illustrations of Indian literary material
offer more direct evidence, and finally there has come the
discovery of actual manuscripts in some of the areas under
discussion.
Indian or Indianized colonies and kingdoms appear to